Curator’s Choice

November 2024

(( ¢ . " =
Larce and Elegant, with apparatus and conven- By: Patricia Samford

iences for boiling and frying meat”: Cast Iron

Cookstoves ™

ast iron cookstoves, fueled by wood and later by coal, began to appear in the United States in the

early 1800s. They became a more common household appliance starting in the 1830s as the stove
industry began to flourish. In addition to having an oven and reservoir for heated water, a cookstove
could have as many as eight stovetop holes to seat pots for frying and boiling (Groft 2005:24). Purchasing
a cast iron stove was a substantial financial investment, but by the mid-nineteenth century, their price
had fallen enough that it was within the financial means of most families (Brewer 1987).
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The stove was manufactured in Port Deposit by B. C. Bibb & Son of

rchaeologists Baltimore, Maryland. New Emerald models were among the first made
from Jetter- by B. C. Bibb & Son after they purchased the old Armstrong & Com-
son Patter- pany foundry in Port Deposit in 1879. The Gross family stove was man-
son Park and  yfactured around 1880 (Figure 2), fitting with the early 20™-century res-
Museum dis- idency of the family. Being a somewhat common design, the Welcome
| covered this cookstove (Figure 3) manufactured by the Armstrong foundry in 1874
e - % ] New Emer- was very similar in appearance to the New Emerald stove. This New
Figure 1. JPPM archaeologist Scott Strickland holding a E d i . I i din the d
picce of 2 New Emerald cast iron stove from the Elizabeth merald stove was one of two cast iron cookstoves found in the destruc-
and William Gross site. tion debris of the house, which had been abandoned by the late 1930s.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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